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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


| Reported Dates of papers received : 
No. Names of Newspapers. | Place of publication. nome e— BBMARES, 
CaLcurtTa. 
BrenGatti. 
Weekly. 
1 B ivasi ve eee eee Cal utta eee 5,000 ‘or Temporarily disconti- 
2 \* Bangavasi " cm one Ditto ves 20,000 | 10th October, 1896. Sey from May 
8 is Wee sins om bis “ . 
4 |“Hitsishi” ... ai a ise 
5 i* Hitavadi ae “a Ze ,.. (About 4,000 | 9th ditto. 
6 | “ Mihir-o-Sudhakar”’ | Ditto ia 2,600 | Srdand 10th ditto. 
7 |“ Navayuga” ... | Ditto ane evceve 10th ditto. 
8 |“Sahachar” ,.. | Ditto ... |About 600 
9 |* ” wile — oe 8,000 | 18th ditto. 
10 « Sengivani — we Ditto ee 8,000 | 10th and 17th ditto. 
11 |“ Som Prakash” ... | Ditto om 800 | 12th ditto. 
Daily. 
1 |‘* Banga Vidya Prakashika”| Ditto ...| About 350 | 8th to 10th ditto. 
2 |‘ Dainik-o-Samachar Chan-| Ditto os 1,000 | llth & 12th ditto. 
drika.”’ 
8 | “Samvad Prabhakar” we. | Ditto sid 1,260 
4 |Samvad Purnachandrodaya’| Ditto me 200 | 8thand 10th ditto. 
6 |*Sulabh Dainik” | Ditto ... | Read , 9th and 10th — ditto. 
Hinp1. 
Weekly. 
1 | *‘* Bharat Mitra’’ ve | Ditto isan 2,000 
2 | « Hindi Bangavasi . | Ditto oe 10,000 
PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Hublul Mateen ” «oe | atte ne vaiées 16th ditto. 
Urpv. 
Weekly, 
1 |" Darussaltanat and Urdu! Ditto ies 310 
Guide.”’ 
2 |General and Gauhariasfi” | Ditto ae 230 
Bugpwan Division. 
BgnGati. 
Fortnightly. 
5% Bankura Darpan a ». | Bankura me 450 
Ulubaria Darpan ” -»» | Ulubaria ” 700 
Weekly, 
‘“‘ Burdwan Sanjivani ” .. | Burdwan | About 260 
2 |“Chinsura Vartavaha” _... | Chinsura A 560 
8 | “ Education Gazette” © | Hooghly ves 1,146 | 9th ditto. 
B PresipEncy Division. 
RBNGALI. 
Weekly. 
1 |‘*Murshidabad Hitaishi ” Murshidabad 
9 66 Murshidabad Pratini - &ba one 826 7th and 14th ditto. 
8 | Pratikar” | Dezhampore me eos | San “v0 
ee | ve 608 | 9th ditto. 
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No, Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Saas. and wae for ag REMARKS. 
Orissa Drvision. | 
Unrya. | 
Monthly. 
1 66 Brahma bc eee Cuttack eee 160 
2 | “Indradhanu ” | Ditto eee 00 s00 
8 |“ Shikshabandhu ” «| Ditto as os ens { 
4 | ‘Utkalprebha” ...| Mayurbhunj eve ee ee eee Only six copies have 
been issued since 
Weekly. | | the poper was re- 
iam oy ‘ vived in January 
1 | ‘*Sambalpur Hitaishini” ...| Bamra in the Central coves 26th August, 1896. 1894. Some 200 
| Provinces. copies of each issue 
2 | “Samvad Vahika” .«»| Balasore id 190 are said to have 
- been circulated, but 
3 |“ Uriya and Navasamvad”...| Ditto oe: 309 | 26th _— ditto. no subscribers have 
may been registered. 
4 | “Utkal Dizika” .- | Cuttack wine 480 | 29th ditto. This paper is said to 
have some circula- 
Patna Division. tion in the Division, 
Hinbt. but the number of 
subscribers could 
Monthly. not be ascertained. 
1 |“ Bihar Bandhu” ». | Bankipur io 500 
Weekly. 
1 | “Aryavarta”’ ... ... | Dinapur - 1,000 
Urnv. 
Weekly. 
1 | “ Akhbar-i-Al Punch” .». | Bankipur se 500 
2 | Gaya Punch” ... .. | Gaya —n 400 
RajsHaw1 Division. 
BEna@atli. 
Weekly. 
1 | « Hindu Ranjika” | Boalia, Rajshahi _.... 195 | 7th October, 1896. 
2 |“ Rangpur Dikprakash” ...| Kakina, Rangpur _... 180 
HInpt1. | 
Monthly. 
1 je Darjeeling Mission ke Masik| Darjeeling ve Sc ee 
Samachar Patrika.”’ | It is said that 650 
Dacca Division. copies of the paper 
BENGALI. are printed each 
: month. Out of this 
Fortnightly. number, 160 copies 
are distributed 
er Kasipur Nivasi ” ... | Kasipur, Berisal ine 244 among the subscri- 
bers, and the rest 
Weekly. sold to the public at 
three pies per copy. 
; ‘“ Barisal Hitaishi’”’ ... | Barisal in ee 
g |“ Charu Mihir” ... | Mymensingh bi 900 | 12th ditto. 
4 |“ Dacca Prakash ” 4. | Dacca see 2,400 | 1lth ditto. 
5 | “Saraswat Patra” we oO. .» |About 440] 8th — ditto. 
“Vikrampur” ... ... | Lauhajangha, Dacca .. 240 8th ditto, 
ENGLISH aND BEn@att. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Dacca Gazette” aes | Dacca tee 500 
Cuitracona Division. 
Brfqaatt. 
Fortnightly. 
L | Ti Prakash” | . | Comilla Rr 700 | Ist and 2nd fort-nights of 
ie aes Bhadra 1903B.8~ 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Sansodhini” ... ... | Chittagong — 120 
Bena@all. ) AssaM. | 
Fortnightly. 
1 | “ Paridarshak-o-Srihattavasi” | Sylhet vos eo ove 
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I,—Forrien Potitics. 


The: Hublul Mateen of the 15th October says that Mr. Gladstone paid q  Hvstor Mareay, 

| visit to the Czar, perhaps with the view of inducing _—st. 15th, 1896. 
Mr. Gladstone on the Eastern him to change his. po icy in regard to Turk ey. 
yeres Musalmans ought. to know that Mr, Gladstone is 
the inveterate enemy of Islam, and particularly of the Ottoman Empire. 
Englishmen go about everywhere with a secret political object, but in the 
guise of spiritual instruétors, and succeed remarkably in dealing with Musalmans, 
who allow themselves to be caught unprepared against an enemy. Although 
Mr. Gladstone’s anxiety to deliver the Armenians from the hands of the Turk 
has made him only a laughing stock to the world, the Armenians have been 

encouraged to take up arms against their sovereign. : 


I].—Homs ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)— Police. 


2. The Hitavadi of the 9th October has the following :— | Beravann, - 
It is the public impression in Bengal that Sir  (0ct. 9th, 1896. 
Alexander Mackenzie has given no proof of foresight 
by disarming Backergunge. Nothing could be more ridiculous than the idea 
that every one who uses fire-arms in Backergunge is responsible for the gunshot 
murders in that district in which the local police has no power to trace the 
offenders and bring them to justice. People could have somehow or other 
reconciled themselves to their lot if the measure had had the faintest likelihood 
of making murder impossible, putting an end to theft and dacoity and increas- 
ing the efficiency of the police. But this is not likely to take place, and the 
only consequence of the measure will be to deprive the population of a whole 
district of the right of using fire-arms. We cannot understand how far just 
and politic it is to punish a whole district for the worthlessness and inefficiency 
of its police. | 
The Government’s measure reminds us of a well-known story. A Brah- 
man’s son drank poisoned milk and died. The aggrieved father went out club. 
in hand, took his stand on the public road, and began to belabour every one 
whom he found carrying milk. There is not much difference between the 
conduct of the Brahman in the story and that of the Government which has 
issued the Barisal notification, except this, that the Brahman was mad with grief, 
while the Bengal Government is in thé full possession of its wits. Herein lies 
the beauty of the whole thing. | 
Barisal has been disarmed, but gunshot murder has not been put an end 
to. The inefficiency of the police, its inability to detect gunshot murder, in 
short, its faults and shortcomings have unfortunately become the. cause of the 
oppression of the people. The Lieutenant-Governor says that if the efficiency 
of the police is not increased, Magistrates will be empowered to try murder cases 
summarily and on the spot. The policy which was adopted in Burma will be 
followed in Bengal. The Lieutenant-Governor has given the people cause for 
apprehension by openy telling them that the inhabitants of a village in which 
a gunshot murder takes place will henceforth be compelled to detect the 
murder. Will this increase the prestige of the Government? Will this increase 
the people’s confidence in the English Government, in the English nation, and 
in the English administration? Has the Lieutenant-Governor any doubt that 
the outcome of this policy will be highly prejudicial to the interests of justice ? 
People will, for life’s sake, arrest even innocent persons as the guilty, and hand 
over to the police any one and every one they may come across. _ ‘eople afraid 
of police oppression and of the displeasure of the Government will in this way 
be the cause of great trouble and harassment to innocent persons. Will this 
put an end to gunshot murder? Will this promote the cause of justice and 
maintain the integrity of the law? Will this, we ask, keep the fair fame of 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie untarnished? We do not blame the Government. 
The Backergunge people should thank their own stars for what has been done 
to them. 
The trouble and inconvenience which have been caused to the people by 
the Barisal notification are made clear more easily by an enquiry than by a 


The Barisal notification. 


‘such other persons as are allow 


MIHIR-o SUDHAKAR, 
Oct. 10th, 1896. 
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description. Famine is impending in Baekergunge, and people are selling 
even their household utensils. Jt is no wonder that they should sell their fire- 
arms. Bat Mr. Beatson-Bell has made it very much inconvenient for them to 
séll fire-arms by issuing the following notification :— | 

It is hereby notified that those who are willing to sell or give away their 
fire-arms and ammunition ts persons who possess licenses for different districts, 
or who are prevented by law from using fire-arms shall first of all deliver their 
arms and ammunition according to the notification, and then app y to the 
undersigned for their disposal, when he will pass such orders on the appli. 
eations as he thinks fit. 


Beatson: BELL, 


Magistrate. 
MAGISTRATES OFFICE, 


BaRISAL, 
The 29th September 1896. 


The Magistrate’s notification bang even to Honorary . Magistrates, and 
to keep arms and ammunition without a 
license. People have also been forbidden to buy fire-works without a pass, 
But even this drastic measure, after all, has not put down murder in Backer- 
ange. 
! “The Lieutenant-Governor, as we have already said, holds out the threat 
that he may pass a resolution eompelling people to detect murderers in Backer. 
gunge. It is impossible for such a barbarous measure to be ever passed by the 
enlightened British Government. But such is our misfur:une that even the 
impossible becomes possible in this country. The offence of the Backergunge 
people is indeed very great! In that district the murderer commits his offence 
without leaving any trace or proof of his crime, and without giving out his 
name and address to the public! The police there is so efficient that it cannot 
trace a single murder even out of acrop of murder cases! Who will, after 
this, deny that the Backergunge ee are solely responsible for the gunshot 
murders committed in their district ? They should be condignly punished. | 

We have not much to say to the authorities. The Barisal people are now 

distracted by scarcity and harassed by the new measure of disarmament. This 
is exactly the time when they should be employed upon the task of detecting 
murderers! If the police, whose duty it is to keep the peace, fails to perform its 
duty, why, it is the people who must pay the tax, as well as keep the peace! 
The regret is that a measure like this has the likelihood of being passed during 
the Queen’s rule by a ruler like Sir Alexander Mackenzie! If such a barbarous 
measure can be passed under the enlightened British Government, can one even 
imagine what form of Government is possible in savage Africa or in the Fiji 
Island where cannibals hold sway ? 

3. ‘Two correspondents write in the Miher-o-Sudhakar of the 10th October 
from Pangsa, to say that the police enquiry into the 
complaint of the Musalmans of Jalilpara and Bhella- 

: baria, within the Pangsa thana, against the local 
zamindars is not likely to do much good. None but afew who fear God and hate 
to tell lies are found bold enoughto speak anything against the powerful zamin- 
dars, Babu Jogendranath Roy and Kalidas Roy. One of the correspondents has 
heard from an officer of a local Musalman zamindar that Sayaram Roy, naib 
of one of the two Hindu zamindars, has threatened to burn down, with the 
connivance of the local Deputy Magistrate, Rajani Babu, the houses of the 
Musalmans of the above two villages, if they dare to give evidence against 
the zamindars. He has also threatened to deny the Musalmans in that case 
admission into the zamindar’s hit. What wonder, then, that the Musalman 
tenants, who are sags | oor, should be afraid of telling the truth. The local 

Deputy Magistrate, Babu. Rajaninath Chatterjee, is a friend of the naib, 
Sayaram vm The Police Inspector of Goalundo is desirous of reporting the 
case a8 false, but cannot do so on account of the few Musalmans who have been 
bold enough to tell the truth. He is therefore, threatening those witnesses. 


here are reasons to fear that the enquiry will do yg. Resageoagt t. 
ed by the District Magistrate himeelf or by a canines clbecr are 


A police enquiry within the 
Pangsa thana. — 
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4. A correspondent of the Sanyjivent of the 10th October complains of 

a: i. the prevalence of dacoity in Khalia in the Farid- 

Pelt a rick village in the pur district. Going in a boat at night has become 

a risky affair. There have been murders too. 

The police is powerless. It is not able to put down crime without the co-opera- 
tion of the zamindars, who, however, are quite indifferent in the matter. 


5. A pleader, writing Pa od a . = 17th October, says that it 
: ; eke as become difficult for poor and helpless le 
Pe oy mabdiviebon”” of @ the to ive in security with their families part i te 
Mymenaingh district. advanced and enlightened subdivision like Ta ‘ 
Lately, a respectable man enticed away the daughter-in-law of one Bhatrab 
Tanti. Poor Bhairab found the girl after two or three days’ search, and brought 
her home. But she was again enticed away soon after. An educated gentle- 
man of the place is harbouring the woman for his own selfish ends, and has 
beaten and insulted her a husband who has in despair made up his mind 
to become a mendicant. ‘The Subdivisional Officer and the police are requested 
to enquire into the matter. 


6. Acorrespondent of the same paper, writing from Samastipur in the Dar- 
Two released convicts at PHangadistrict says that the practice at other places is 
Samastipur in the Darbhanga for police officers to keep released. convicts under sur- 
district. | veillance. But this practice is not observed here. Here 
two released convicts are serving in two neighbouring houses in the Bengali 
quarter without being watched by the police. Thefts frequently take place here, 
but the police never call these men to account. One of these two men wascon- 
victed of having stolen goods from the railway godown at Samastipur. 


(6)}— Working of the Courts. 


7. The Aitavadi of the 9th October writes as follows :— 

ns Mr, Garrett, District Magistrate of Nadia, is a 
oP ra rete District Magistrate typical Civilian, who has made himself well known 
| by his deeds. We do not know whether Mr. Garrett 
is a disciple of Sir Charles Elliott, We, however, see clearly that he is a tho- 
rough believer in the doctrine of “no conviction, no promotion,” and that he is 

always anxious to convict accused persons. | | 
Geletunaile, many educated native Deputy Magistrates cannot agree 


with Mr. Garrett. They cannot sacrifice their conscience and convict innocent | 


rsons to please the Magistrate. These Deputy Magistrates, therefore, incur 

is displeasure. Owing to such displeasure on Mr, Garrett’s part, four Deputy 
Magistrates have been transferred from Krishnagar. ; : 

The reader knows that there was lately a quarrel between Mr. Garrett and 

the able Deputy Magistrate, Babu Jogendranath Vidyabhushan. A woman, 

who was sss f of having kido pres her own grandson, was acquitted by Babu 

Jogendranath. This decision did not satisty Mr. Garrett; who had the woman 


retried by a favourite Deputy Magistrate. This favourite Deputy Magistrate, 


too, could not convict the woman on the evidence before him. Not satisfied. 
still, Mr. Garrett.tried the woman himself, but could not convict her. The 
poor woman in this way lost her all in three consecutive trials, and this mischief 
took place owing to Mr. Garrett’s error of judgment. It can be easily imagined 
how a native Magistrate would have been punished if he had dealt in this way 
with a European woman. mee . 
We have said before that Mr. Garrett is very fond of conviction, and this 
is why he was displeased with Babu Jogendranath Vidyabhushan. Babu 
Jogendranath has been transferred. But the Magistrate remains the all-power- 
ful Mayistrate of Nadia after committing such judicial mischief, This is luck. 

This is not the one memorable deed of Mr. Garrett. We have not space or 
time at our disposal to describe all his achievements. We will therefore give a 
brief account of only one fresh feat of his which has come to our notice. 

- Hyder Shaikh and Chitan were accused of theft before the Joint Magis- 
trate of Kushtia. Chitan at first confessed the theft, hut subsequently denied it. 
In making his confession, Chitan stated that he and U1 der had gone together to 
steal. Chitan. was convicted. There was no proof that Hyder had gone to 
commit theft. Chitan’s confession could not be adinitted as evidence because 


SANJIVANI, 
Oct. 10th, 1896, 


SANJIVANI, 
Oct. 17th, 1896. -: 


SANJIVANI. 


HiTavVaDI, 
Oct. 9th, 1896. 


HITAVADI. 


SANJIVANI, 


Oct. 10th, 1893. 


responsibility for the large number of acquittals in his district. 
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he had subsequently retracted it. The J oint-Magistrate therefore acquitted 
Hyder on the 20th June last. 


This was intolerable to Mr. Garrett. He called for the papers of the case; 
and retrying Hyder himself, sentenced him to two years’ imprisonment, as well 
as to thirty stripes. | | 

Fortunately Hyder was not a very poor man. He saw that the sentence 

d upon him by the Magistrate was illegal, and appealed to the Sessions 
Soden of Nadia. The Sessions Judge pronounced the trial illegal, and plainly 
said that Mr. Garrett had misstated the circumstances of the case. We do not 
say that the misstatement was wilfully made, but we are bound to say that so 
gross a misstatement of plain facts was clearly wrong. 

Mr. Garrett wrote in his judgment that Chitan had all along confessed that 
Hyder had been his accomplice. This is not true, Chitan had indeed made at 
first a statement to that effect, but hu subsequently withdrew it. 

Mr. Garrett also says that two persons were seen running away, after the 
theft, from the house in which the theft was committed ; that Hyder was not at 
home on the night on which the theft took place ; that he and Chitan were seen 
together before the theft, and that these circumstances rendered Chitan’s confes- 
sion credible. 

The Sessions Judge remarks that there was no evidence that two persons 
had been seen running away from the house in which the theft was committed, 
and that Chitan alone had been seen to run away, and that by one person only, 
As for Hyder and Chitan having been seen together before the theft, the Judge 
remarks that there were many other persons besides Chitan, namely, Tufani, 
Roser, Ahad Ali and others with Hyder in his house before the theft, and this 
instead of establishing Hyder’s guilt rather proves his innocence. 

We are unable to. understand how: Mr. Garrett could misstate such plain 
facts. Mr. Garrett has been in Nadia for six years. We ask Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie to consider whether he should not be transferred. The way in 
which Mr, Garrett interferes with the judicial independence of subordinate 
Magistrates is likely to lead to miscarriages of justice. Are not such miscar- 
riages very likely to take ‘place in cases in which the subordinate Magistrate is 
devoid of independence and high-mindedness and the accused is poor? We 
request Sir Alexander Mackenzie to carefully consider these matters. 

8. The same paper “— that the public were under the impression that 

, o¢ the principle of “no conviction, no promotion ” 
a aoe ee : had lost its force with the retirement of its chief 
sessions. advocate, Sir Charles Elliott. But they are now 
grieved to see Government finding fault in the last Administration Report 
with the large number of acquittals at the Bankura, Birbhum and Burdwan 
sessions ‘This criticism was not probably seen by Sir Alexander Mackenzie. 
Does a large number of acquittals invariably mean failure of justice? Mr. 
Windsor, the Magistrate of Burdwan, has tried to shift on to jurors the 


But if jurors’ 
proach, for if he 


are worthless men, the Judge also cannot avoid that re 
disagreed with the jury, he could refer to the High Court. 


Again, there is no jury trial in Birbhum and Bankura, and yet a large 
number of persons were acquitted at the sessions in those districts. If Mr. 
Windsor is to be believed, the Sessions Judges of those two districts must be 
pronounced fond of acquittal. T’he fact, however, is that the police is not 
careful in sending up cases for trial, and the Magistrates are not careful in 
committing them to the sessions, and the result is that Sessions Judges and 
jurors are compelled to acquit a large number of persons for want of evidence. 

ir Alexander Mackenzie should, therefore, direct the Magistrates and the 
police to be more careful in future. 

9. The Sanjivani of the 10th October sa 


) ys that in the case pending before 
The Gopal Lal Sil case in ak. O04, Nabin Krishna Banerji, Deputy Magistrate 


pore. of Aliporo, in which Baba Gopal Lal Sil, of Coloo- 
o1lan 1n 1 ) : 2 3 
with assault, the Deputy M alcutta, is charged by his mother-in-law 


: | . agistrate read out in Court two lett rt- 
ing to be written by Babu Asutosh Biswas, ers, one purpo 


G 
24-Parganas and the pleader for the accused, an overnment pleader of the 


| d the other by B 
Lal himself, both addressed to the Deputy Magistrate. The letter proces od 
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to be written by Asu Babu contained a request from the latter asking the 
Deputy Magistrate to decide the case in his client’s favour. The other con- 
tained an offer of a bribe, It is hard to believe that any sane man could have 
written these letters, It is, however, the duty of the Government and the 
Magistrate of Alipore to make a strict enquiry into this matter. In justice to 
himself, Asu Babu, too, should prove that the letter purporting to come from 
him was not actually written by him. | | 
10. The Charu Mihir of the 12th October learns from the Dacea Gazette cusnv Mmm, 
that a Musalman woman, who was giving evidence _ ct. 12th, 1896, 
Mr. Douglas, District Judge of before Mr. Douglas in & sessions case, being asked 
—_— her age, said that she did not know what her age 
was, but she was the mother of four children. At this the Judge remarked 
that he was not the father of those children that he would be able to infer 
from that fact what the witness’s age was. There is nothing surprising in a 
low-class woman’s inability to tell her age, and there was, therefore, no 
occasion for Mr. Douglas’s improper remark. Mr. Douglas is in the habit of 
making such remarks. By making such remarks from the Bench, a Judge 
forfeits the esteem of the public. | 
11. The Sanjvant of the 17th October says that Mr. McCabe, who has SansIvaNt, 


a been appointed to act as Judge and Commissioner oct. 17th, 1896. 
Mr. McCabe, Officiating Judge of Gauhati, has not held Court after the first two 
and Commissioner of Gauhati. ee op } 
weeks from his date of receiving charge. When 
Mr. McCabe was Deputy Commissioner, he used to absent himself from Court for 
five or six weeks at a stretch, and then hold Court for three or four weeks, and so 
on, in alternation. But at that time the weal or woe of only a single district 
depended upon him, and the practice was not therefore so mischievous as it is 
now when the weal or woe of no less than six districts depends upon him. 
Many persons sentenced to imprisonment have appealed to him, but are rotting 
in jail owing to his procrastination. 
If Mr. McCabe is ill, he should take leave. | 
12, The Tripura Prakash for the first and second fortnights of Bhadra aves Paaxasu 
1303 B.S. says that Babu Govinda Chandra Basak, First and 


Two Munsifs in the Tippera 


district. Munsif of Kasba, and Babu Ramapati De, Munsif of “°°? 4itj..%* 
Brahmanberia, have both laid themselves open to 1803B.8, 


blame by their conduct on the Bench. The conduct of the former has been 
criticised in the Mitavadi newspaper, as well as in the correspondence columns of 
this paper, while the proceedings of the latter have been exposed in the Indian 
Mirror newspaper, as well asin letters from correspondents published in this 
aper. If what has been urged against Babu Ramapati De be true, the writer 
co no hesitation in saying that he is disgracing the Bench. Justice is little to 
be expected from one so haughty and irritable. One Kunjamohan Chakravarti 
was foully abused by the Munsif while giving his evidence in his Court. 
Kunjamohan therefore served Babu Ramapati with a notice, stating that he had 
lowered him in the public estimation by calling him a tag-rag, a boor, an 
ignorant and impertinent fellow, and many such names, and intimating that if 
he did not make an apology in open Court, he would be sued for damages. 
Now, Kunjamohan was entitled, under section 424 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, to give such a notice, and the notice was received by the Munsif at 
his private residence, and not in Court, On its receipt, however, Babu. Ramapati 
flew into @ passion, and recorded a proceeding that Kunjamohan be asked to 
show cause why he should not be prosecuted for contempt of.Court. He then 
hurriedly fixed a date for hearing the case, and gave Kunjamohan notice thereof. 
To escape further insult, Kunjamohan moved the District Judge to quash the 
Munsif’s proceedings. The Judge has declared the proceedings illegal, and 
passed the order that the Munsif should either cancel his proceedings or make 
over the case to him under section 38 of the Civil Courts Act. It is easy to 
imagine how insecure are pooper # persons and property in the hands of a judicial. 
officer so haughty and irritable. roe 
As for Babu Govinda Chandra Basak, only a small fraction of his mis- 
deeds has been published either in this paper or in the Hitavad:, But instead 
of mending his ways, Babu Govinda Chandra has held out threats to the editor 
of this paper. If Govinda Babu ‘does not become more careful, the writer will 
expose all his misdeeds, 
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(d) — Education. 


13. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 9th October has the following 
complaints to make in regard to the last middle- 
The last middle vernacular yeyrnacular scholarship examination :— 
en : (1) The paper and ink supplied: to the candi- 
dates were, unlike those supplied in previous years, of a wretched description. 
(2) In the paper on Bengali the following passage was set for explanation 


from the second edition of ‘‘Chhatra Jiban”—* ee Hemitia HefoR eee 
BHaisi( ASL MX Breaa al Siew.” This passage, it should be noted, is gramma- 


tically faulty, and has been corrected in the third edition of the book—the edition, 


that 1s, which is current at present. 
(3) The paper on Arithmetic and Subhankari was framed without regard 


to the Director of Public Instruction’s directions that 50 marks should be 


allotted to Subhankari and 100 marks to Arithmetic. The 10th question in 
that paper can, indeed, be solved according to the rules of Subhankart but not 
according to so much of the rules as was appointed to be read by the candidates. 
The questions also are even more difficult than in last year, when candidates had 
to be passed with an allowance of 25 per cent. grace marks. ee 

(4) All the questions in Geometry and Mensuration were valued alike, 

though not equally easy or difficult. | 

The Director of Public Instruction is requested tou look to the matter and 
take steps to prevent such irregularities in future. 

14, The Sanjvani of the 10th October has received from correspondents 

The questions set at the last *e following complaints in regard to the questions 
middle scholarship and upper set at the last middle scholarship examination :— 
primary examinations. (1) The latter portion of the 2nd question in 
the Arithmetic paper has no meaning. 

(2) Is the figure “s” in the 8th question in the same paper to be taken t 
be four pies or four gandas ? 

(3) According to the Director’s circular, 50 marks should be allotted to 
Subhankari and 100to Arithmetic. In the paper at the last examination, however, 
there was only one question carrying 15 marks, which was to be solved accord- 
ing to Subhankart. Besides, the whole paper was exceedingly stiff. 

(4) In the Geometry and Mensuration paper a square was described as 30 
cubits in length and 28 in breadth! Only 50 marks having been given to the 
Geometry paper last year, the subject was somewhat neglected in many schools, 
a the allotment this year being 1(¢0, many boys will fare badly in this 
subject. 

(5) According to the Director’s circular, 10 per cent. of the total marks in 
each subject should be set apart for handwriting. In the English paper in this 
year’s examination, which carried a total of 150 marks, only 9 marks, however, 
were =e to handwriting. In the English paper set to the candidates of 
the Presidency, Burdwan and Bihar Circles, there were questions requiring 
paraphrases of passages and explanations of allusions. The candidates were 
also required to write a letter ou a given subject. All this must have 
been vey difficult. 

_ A Nadia correspondent of the same paper complains that at the last upper 
primary examination of the Dacca Division, a question in decimal fraction, a 
question relating to Samdsa, and a question requiring particular geographi- 
cal knowledge not of the Dacca but of the Presidency Division were asked, 
though these subjects are not included in the curriculum. 

15. The same paper complains of irregularities in the office of the In- 

Irregularities in the office of the Spector of Schools, Presidency Circle. Bills sent to 
Inspector of Schools, Presidency the office from the mufassal remain unattended to 

oe for three or four months, and no reply is vouchsafed 
even after three or four reminders, The clerks are ver irregular in their 
attendance, and the head-clerk absents himself from office sometimes for 10 
or 15 = together without being taken to task by the Inspector. He generally 

asses ius time in talking to the Inspector and the Deputy Inspectors. The 

-nspector is a tool in his hands, and he is always serving his friends and favour- 

9H in the Education Department b y giving them geod transfers and providing 
em with comfortable and profitable berths. In the Presidency Circle, clerks 
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in the Inspector’s office are generally appointed examiners for the middle 
scholarship examination, although Dr. Martin is against this course. Many 
anomalies in connection with the Inspector’s treatment of his subordinates during 
his tour, the transfer of Sub-Inspectors and the appointment of Deputy Inspec- 
tors are being brought to the writer’s notice. Rai Xadhika Prasanna Mukerji 
Bahadur is willing to remain in service two years more, and it is to be hoped 
that he will yet mend his ways and earn the good opinion of the public before 


he retires. 
(e)}—Locai Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


16. The Vikrampur of the 8th October says that last year malarial fever 
sda al Ceiba ia, is first made its appearance in the villages in the 
sande <r oh P Vikrampur pargana of the Dacca district, and this 
year there is already fear of cholera in some of 
those villages. The scanty rainfall makes it almost certain that both cholera 
and fever will rage in Vikrampur, unless the residents and the Local Board take 
precautionary measures. The health of the pargana has preceptibly deteriorated 
of late. Considering that it is inhabited by about a million people, a 
larger population than that of Calcutta itself, Government should increase its 
nt out of the road and public works fund to the Munshiganj Local Board, 
ie the purpose of carrying out necessary improvements in the sanitation of 
Vikrampur, On account of its importance, Vikrampur hasa special claim on 
Government. o 
17. The Dacca Prakash of the 11th October says that the 24th September 
The late electionof a Vice-Chair. 2% fixed as the date for the election of a Vice- 
man for tho Dacca District Board, Chairman for the Dacca District Board. But the 
ve Magistrate-Chairman having come to know that 
the majority of the members had decided to elect Babu Ramakanta Nandi, a 
leading local pleader, postponed the election, and began canvassing on behalf of 
Khajeh Muhammad Yusuf. The Magistrate expressed the opinion that a 
pleader ought not to be elected Vice-Chairman, for a senior pleader is too b 
with his own work, while a junior one could not be entrusted with the duties of 
that responsible office, and that the only eligible candidate, therefore, was 
Khajeh Muhammad Yusuf. ; 
On receiving this hint, the Government nominees on the Board prepared 
to elect Khajeh Muhammad, and not only that, but also extorted by importuni- 
ties a promise from Babu Ramakanta Nandi not to accept the office of Vice- 
Chairman, if elected. There is no lack of men in the Dacca District Board 
fit to become its Vice-Chairman. ‘There are, for instance, Babu Bijay Chandra 
Bandyopadhyaya, 3B.A., the famous zamindar of Murapara, Babu Iswara 
Chandra Das, the late Chairman of the Dacca Municipality, Babu Hariprasanna 
Das, pleader and zamindar, as well as the pleaders, Babus Ananda Chandra 
Chakravarti, Rajani Kanta Chaudhuri ne Sarachchandra Gupta, all three 
of whom served on former occasions as Vice-Chairman of the Board. Govern- 
ment should consider whether the Magistrate did well to distrust these men. 
The Lieutenant-Governor reproached the Municipal Commissioners of 
Dacca for dividing themselves into parties and deciding every question before- 
hand instead of considering it impartially at the municipal meetings. But in 
the present case the Magistrate himself formed a clique, and nominated a Vice- 
Chairman beforehand. Ifthe members of the Board had followed suit, the 
Magistrate would have been defeated. 

_ On the day fixed for election, as previously settled, Mr. Garth proposed 
that Babu Ramakanta Nandi be elected Vice-Chairman, while the latter declined 
to accept the office on the ground of pressure of professional work. Seeing 
through the conspiracy, Babu Iswara Chandra Das proposed, with a view to 
enable the Magistrate to gain his point, that Khajeh Muhammad Yusuf be 
elected Vice-Chairman, and as no one thought it prudent to displease the Magis- 
trate, the proposal was carried. ve 

The writer is not dissatisfied with the election of Khajeh Muhammad, but 
sorry for the want of conlidence in the pleader class—a class which has 
furnisited successive Chairmen for the Dacca Municipality—shown by the 
Magistrate. The Dacca Municipality has an invome of a lakh and-a-half a 
year, and pleader-Chairmen have administered this large revenue during the 
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last 12 years without committing the least breach of trust. How could the 
Magistrate then not find it in his heart to entrust a pleader with the compa- 


ratively petty office of Vice-Chairman of the District Board? By canvassing so 
sacegly on behalf of a particular member of the Board, the Magistrate has cast 


a slur on the probity of the rest. 
(9, —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


18. The Hitavadi of the 9th October has received the following letter 
from some passengers who travel on the southern 
section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway :— 

The down train No. 112 left Sealdah on the 18th September last at 6-30 

P.M: instead of at 3-13 p.M., its usual time, on account of the line near the station 
having been blocked by the derailed engine of a goods train, And then when 
it started it did not proceed uninterruptedly, but was again detained on the 
Narikeldanga bridge for about an hour. The line over this bridge not being 
now in use is in a rickety condition, and creaked on the train coming upon it. 
After the train had stood there for about half-an-hour, an engine came upon 
the bridge by the middle section of the line. This made aportion of the train 
which was on the bridge unsteady at which many passengers shrieked, and 
many attempted to alight, but were prevented from so doing by the | weg and. 
the khalasis. The train at last moved off at 7-20 p.m., that is, four hours 
and seven minutes after its appointed time. 
Again, on the 19th September, this down train was detained at Balliaghata 
for half-an-hour in order to have some goods wagons attached to it. The 
engine of the train was cut off and detained on another line, in order to let 
the Budge-Budge train pass, and was then allowed to come back with the goods 
wagons. 

: On the 25th September, the down train No. 114, which leaves Sealdah at 
7-33 pP.m., left the station after 9 P.M., owing to some accident on the line near 
the station. On the same day, owing to another accident, the down train 
No. 126 was delayed in starting for 20 minutes, and having got its engine 
derailed at a point near the Narikeldanga bridge, was again detained for two 
hours a Such delays in getting derailed engines set right did not 
formerly occur. Under the existing management not only do delays frequently 
take place in the starting of trains, but the lighting of third-class carriages 
at night is not properly attended to. Instead of two, only one light is given in 
each of those carriages, and the wicks are seldom well trimmed or the oil 
sufficient to last the whole journey. Great inconvenience is also caused to 
female passengers for want of water-closets in their carriages. 


19. A correspondent of the same paper draws attention to the incon- 


| venience to which passengers, and specially female 

tein’ of # road to a railway Dagsengers, are put for want of a road leading to 
ee the Sitakunda station on the Assam-Bengal Railway, 

an important place of Hindu pilgrimage, which is visited every year by a very 
large number of pilgrims. At present, people have to come to the station 
through fields covered with mud and water. The want of a road will be still 


more keenly felt when night trains will be run on the line. A road only four 
to five hundred cubits long is wanted. 


20. The Sanjivani of the 17th October says that the work of construction 

of the Assam-Bengal Railway is not being satis- 

factorily conducted. Much money is being wasted. 

, __ Some have embezzled money and absconded, A 

‘man has left service without rendering any account of the sum of Rs. 80,000 
which was placed at his disposal for the manufacture of bricks. Government 
has purchased a large number of shares in that railway, and there are big officers 
to superintend the construction. What bas the Examiner and Consulting En- 
gineer done to remedy this state of things? | 


. (h).— General. 
21. The Hitavadi of the 9th October says that a: dispensary. 
District Board of Mong h a dispensary under the 


’ was under the charge 
of Babu Kalikumar Mukharji. The Civil Sileem 


was Satisfied with its management when he 


A railway complaint. 


The construction of the Assam- 
Bengal Railway. 


Dismissal of the M ig. 
t¥ict Board Doctor. mang? The 
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inspected it. But having heard after wards that Kalikumar Babu was in the habit 
of treating patients on the homceopathic system in his private practice, he 
reported against the Babu to the District Board and also abused him foully. 
The Board is said to have dismissed Kalikumar Babu on receiving the 
‘Qivil Surgeon’s report. It is hoped that the authorities will enquire into the 
matter. 


22. The same paper is always glad when it sees the Pioneer telling the 
truth. Native papers write from time to time 
Civilian monopoly of high posts. 4 ainst the monopolisation by Civilians of all the 
important posts in all the departments of Government. The Pioneer, too, now 
strongly condemns this as injurious to the country. And the Pioneer is right. 
A Civilian is not necessarily a master of universal knowledge. Government, 
however, seems to think that a Civilian is able to discharge the duties of an 
post whatever. All the higher posts are therefore reserved for Civilians. Thus 
from a Mayistrate judging criminal cases a Civilian becomes all at once Post- 
master-General, Accountant-General, Comptroller-General, Inspector-General 
of Registration, Registrar of the High Court or a Government Secretary without 
any regard to his fitness or unfitness. ‘This is unjust to the subordinate officers, 
and leads to confusion in the work of the department, for, owing to their own 
inexperience, the Civilian heads of offices often unwisely interfere with the work 
of their subordinates. But what of that? What is the good of maintaining the 
Empire, if Civilians are not to be appointed to all the higher posts ? 


But it was not always so. Formerly legal practitioners and even native 
legal practitioners, used to'be appointed Legal Remembrancer. The late Babu 
Ramaprasad Roy twice acted as Legal Remembrancer. Formerly, natives were 
appointed Registrar of the Sadar Dewany Adalat. The late Babu Ananda 
Ghanian Basu of Hooghly and the late Babu Ramgovinda Som of Chinsura 
held that post. The Civilian monopoly of high posts has indeed become quite 
an alarming thing. Only the leavings of the Civilians can now be enjoyed by 
others. But a Civilian Government is not likely to give heed to any agitation 


against the present system. An agitation should be made against it in 
England. 


23. The same paper is sorry to find that, while the Pasteur system of 
oe treating hyd rophobia has not yet been accepted 

cd Pantnn tantitute ia Inde,’ «by all medical men in Europe, and is even pro- 
| nounced totally inefficacious by many scientists, the 
Governments in India are about to establish a Pasteur Institute in this country. 
The Gcvernment of Bergal has promised a donation of Rs, 10,000 and a 
yearly subscription of Rs. 5,000 for five years in aid of the institution. It 
is a matter of regret that the Government should be squandering the people’s 
money on a Pasteur Institute, when a severe scarcity is raging in the country, ° 


and the authorities cannot find funds to save the people from dying of starva- 
tion. 


HITAVaDI, 
Oct. 9th, 1896. 


HiTaVaDi. 


94, The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 10th October cannot undereiaad Why, Mrnim-o-SupHaxar, 


in spite of directions to that effect from the Lieute- 

annie Teepoeter-Seanene: of Regis- nant-Governor, the Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration has not yet appointed Prince Muhammad 
Bakht Shah, of the Tollygunge Nawab family, a Sub-Registrar. The prince 
knows English, Bengali, Persian, and Urdu, and is besides of distinguished 


birth. It is hoped that the generous Lieutenant-Governor will attend to the 
matter. 


25. The Sanjvani of the 17th October says that Munshi Ijahar Hossein, 
eo malt ne Hospital Doctor, is respected by everybody at 
tal Dost Bahar foseein, l'0sP!- ~Gauhati for his professional skill and ptereniy 
manners, Government, too, has conferred upon 
him the title of Khan Bahadur in recognition of his services. But he is still 
receiving his former pay of Rs. 50. Lately, the doctor officiated for some time 
as Civil Surgeon, but for this he received an additional allowance of onl 
Rs. 25 per month. The Civil Surgeon used to receive a remuneration of Rs. 50 
per month for inspecting coolies on their way to tea-gardens; whilst for the samo 
work the Khan Bahadur was allowed only Rs, 10 per month. 


Oct. 10th, 1896. 


SANJIVANI, 
Oct, 17th, 186. 
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V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, | 


SANJIVANI, 26. The Sanjivans of the 10th Uctober has the following:— _ 
Oct, 10th, 1996, ie scssiit aik-oiis Sul The impending scarcity has cast its shadow 


over India from one end to the other. The 
scarcity is likely to be widespread this time. The gaunt spectre of famine is 
stalking everywhere—in Bengal and Bihar, in the North-Western Provinces 
and the Punjab, in Madras and Bombay. In many places, starving people, 
goaded to desperation, are setting the law at — and grain riots are taking 
place here, there and everywhere. People are also flying from famine-stricken 
provinces, leaving wives and children behind. It was hoped that copious 
showers of rain would feed the withering crops, but that hope is gone. Aswin 
is not over, but there is already every sign of the _ ch of winter. The sky 
is cloudless, and the dry north wind is blowing. In many districts of Ben 
rice is selling at six or seven rupees a maund. There are thousands in Bengal 
who are already starving or half starving. 

Harrowing news comes from different parts of the country Our N agpur 
correspondent writes that famine has already broken out in the Central 
vinces. Starving people from different parts of the province are flocking into 
towns, and grain riots have become the order of the day. There have been 
many such riots in the different parts of the province from the 27th September 
to the present day, and they have assumed so serious an aspect that the mili- 
tary and the volunteers are being called out to put them down. Shops are 
being looted, many grain merchants have been ruined. People have been 
thrown into a panic, and in many places schools have been closed. ‘Towns are 
being patrolled by the military. Jails are overcrowded, and many rioters are 
heing fet off with flogging for want of room in the prisons. The number of 
rioters is being vocled by hungry people from different parts. of the province. 
But thanks tothe authorities, they are trying their best to keep the peace 
without killing or wounding the rioters. The strong are maintaining them- 
selves by looting grain, the weak are helplessly starving. A few have even been 
found living on grass. The prospects of the crops are hopeless. Jowars, the 
food of the poor, is destroyed. ‘I'he grain merchants are making the _ price of 


corn abnormally high. To save the starving people, the Government should 
either open relief works or sell corn at half-price. 


The rice market is rising every day at Gaya, and coarse rice is selling at 
8 seers per rupee. On the dth October last the a were thrown into a 
panic by the rumour of a grain riot, and shops were closed. They were, how- 
ever, opened at the request and persuasion of the authorities. In Sahabad 
scarcity has broken out. ‘I'he rice market is rising. On the 2nd October last, 
at the request of a thousand —— people, the Collector enjoined the grain 
-merchants to sell corn at a reasonable price, but in vain. ‘he state of things 
is no better in Dinapur. Coarse rice is selling at eight seers, wheat at seven 
seers, and gram at twelve seers per rupee. ‘The rice merchants are raising the 
price of corn avery day, and even during the same day the market fluctuates 
twice or thrice. The Cantonment Magistrate was asked to remedy this evil, 
but in vain. There was a grain riot which was put down by the woilitary. 
Shops were closed, but were again opened. There will be no rabi crop if there 
be no rain at once. Famine is impending in many parts of the Bombay Presi- 
dency, and corn is selling at famine price. The poor Bheels, goaded to des- 
peration, are about to loot grain shops, and the authorities are being hard put to 


it to keep them under control. The grain merchants have abnormally raised 
the price of corn. 


The state of things in the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces is 
hopeless. The aus and marai crops have been destroyed, and the prospects of 
the aman crop are by no means hopeful. The number of street boggars has 
been swelled out of all proportion by starvin people, and their deafening cries 


are rending the skies throughout the day. The Commissioner of Gorakhpur 
has opened an annachhatra with provision for on] 


é 200 indivi r:) 
Provision should be made for at least two Ae = Tis pan Agr 
not only starving they have been deprived of all clot ing. Winter is coming, 
and their suffering will be great in consequence. ‘lhe grain merchants have 
formed a clique, and are abnormally raising the price of corn, Wheat and 
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rice are selling at seven seers per. rupee. Grain riots have stopped in the 
Punjab and the North-Western Provinces where the Government has sanctioned 
the opening of relief works, The grain market, however, is rising. If there 
be no rain in October and November, thirty lakhs of peor’ will have to live by 
working on relief works, Scarcity has broken out in Bundelkhand, and the 
Magistrate of Nowgaon had to call out the military to prevent grain riot. 
Grain is selling ateight seers per rupee. The state of things is critical in Agra, 
and grain riot is impending in Ferozepur, where grain is selling at eignt seers 
per rupee. The military are patrollin the town. Famine has broken out in 
the North-Western Provinces, but the Lieutenant-Governor is moving: heaven 
and earth to relieve the distressed people. Scarcity has broken out in Bengal, 
and rice is selling at a high price in every district. The people are anxiously 
waiting to see what measures the Lieutenant-Governor takes to relieve the 
famine-stricken Ly le. Let His Honour reassure the people by giving then 
hopes of help and relief. 
27. A correspondent of the same paper complains of scarcity in the Manik- 
ganj subdivision of the Dacca district. The aman 
crop on low lands will prosper, but the aman on 
high lands will be destroyed. Coarse rice is selling at seven or eight seers 
per rupee. Scarcity prevails among the poor. 


Crops in Manikganj. 


VI.—MiIscELLANEOUS, 


28. The Murshidabad Htiaisht of the 7th October has the following :— 
: _ It seems as if the mighty Sakti (Force), which 

scaica tot rae & Bonet "in the past carried the volumes of vapour rising 

| from the Indian Ocean to the heights of the Hima- 
layas and there transformed them into vast glaciers, which again converted them 
into grateful clouds overspreading the deep-blue sky of Bengal, and which 
dissolved the fields of snow on the summits of the Himalayas and nourished the 
many rivers that flow through India, it seems as if that Sakti has become 
displeased with Bengal, and is gradually leaving these Provinces. There has 
been a change in the order of Nature: dire famine is stalking over the land, and 
the starving population are being hurled into its wide grim jaws. Without 
food and without raiment, the Bengali, scrip in hand, is beggiug 
from door to door. In this country where the whole population used to give 
themselves up wildly to rejoicings at the Durga Puja, when puja songs soothed 
and comforted even the bereaved mother andthe love-lorn wife, made youthful 
sojourners in distant countries hasten homeward and poured life and joy into 
the hearts of children; those Durga welcoming songs are still sung, but do not 
produce their old maddening effects. And why? Why is it that what used to 
make us happy, now makes us sad and miserable—what was agreeable has 
become disagreeable? The reason is, the frame of mind in which we heard 
those songs in the past is not the frame of mind in which we hear them now. 
The silvery light of the full moon which fills with joy the hearts of lovers is 
aponising to one who is away from his or her beloved. A mother with all her 
children living feels the tenderest and kindest emotion to hear herself called 
a mother, but with her children taken away from her, the sweetest of words 
“Mother” fills her eyes with a flood of tears. People with plenty of food to eat 
may well find it possible to develop all their healthy moral feelings, but even 
the highly-developed moral instincts of a famished man become paralysed. It 
is the food difficulty that is destroying every happiness of the Bengalis. 

“Time there was ere Bengal’s griefs began, _ : 
When every bigha of land maintained its man. 
Woe worth the day when Trade’s unfeeling. train 

Seized and snatched away the last morsel of her grain.” 

As it is, the puja, instead of eg an occasion for rejoicing, is now felt to 
be an occasion for sorrow. Instead of being elated with hope and joy the 
Bengalis are becoming depressed and despondent. Without food and clothing, 
and harassed by creditors, they regard the advent of this national festival 
with anything but pleasurable feelings. 

. 29. The Bangavasi of the 10th October has the following :— | 
a Many think that the bubonic plague has come to 
me Hever mine 29” Tndia for the first time from Hongkong. But it is 
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clear from a sloka sent to this paper by the well-known, Kavira) _Vijayratna Sen 
that the disease is nut a new one, but was known to the ancient Sanskrit writers 
on medicine, It was known by the name of Bradhna, and its symptoms were 
high fever accompanied by glandular swellings in the groin and arm-pit, acute 
ain and great prostration. It is caused by eating phlegm-producing and 
indigestible food, inhaling damp air and sleeping on damp beds. 


Uriya PApEks. 


30. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 26th August is sorry to notice that 
| addy and rice are being purchased and exported 
| ee from be foreigners, while there is a prospect of scarci 
ee of food in the near future, The writer says that 
the price of paddy and rice is rising rapidly in the Balasore district. 

31. A correspondent of the same paper, named Madan Mohan Rai Maha- 
patra, a native of Nandigau, in district Balasore, is 
of opinion that though there were high floods in 
past years, they were not so destructive in their 
character as those of the present year, and this is due to the neglect with which 
some of the old bund/s embankments; are treated. Some of these bundhs were 
constructed before the occupation of Orissa by the English, while others proved 
very useful in past years by protecting the belongings of the tenantry against 
the periodical ravages of high floods in the Baiturni and other rivers of Orissa. 
These bundhs have, in # manner, been deserted, and no one repairs or takes 
care of them. As a consequence, they have been broken in several places, 
and the gaps, thus occasioned, are becoming wider every year, thereby 
proving so many outlets for flood-water. 


32. The same correspondent further observes that there is great distross 
among the people, and the authorities should afford 
some relief to those of them that are poor and 


Cause of increased destructive- 
ness of floods. 


Distress in Orissa. 


helpless. 


33. The Sanbalpur Hitaishini of the 26th August has been informed that 
five dead bodies were seen floating on the Baiturni 
at Chandbali, and they are considered to be those of 
men and women, who were carried off from their homes by a sudden rush of 
flood-water. | 


34. The Uriya and Navasamrad of the 26th August has information to state 

that the abolition of the madak opium) shops under 
the new excise rules has led to the circulation of 
smuggled madak, prepared in private houses, and that the Police have failed 
to detect such opium, either through neglect or connivance. 


35. The Utkaldipika of the 29th August states that on the night of the 
last: gumha or raksht purnima (full-moon), the Telegu 
weavers of the Cuttack station had two street pro- 
cessions, one of which was under the patronage of 
some sepoys, belonging to the regiment, stationed at Cuttack. It so happened 
that the two processions, being jealous of each other, began tu behave impro- 
perly to each other, and their mutual hostilities ended in a serious riot, in 
which many men and women were grievously hurt. The sepoys, in a body, 
took the leading part, and went so far as to break open the doors and windows 
of the residents of Dewan Bazar and Sutahat, who were either severely beaten 
or roughly handled. The writer is further informed that some of the women 
were dishonoured und beaten. ‘This lawlessness of the sepoys continued for 
about two hours, during which a thrilling sensation passed through the whole 
town, and the townsfolk hud no sleep for that night. The native sepoys are 
generally noted for their discipline and good behaviour. ‘I'he writer, there- 


Loss of life in a flood. 


Opium-smagyling in Orissa. 


Misconduct on the part of some 
sepoys in Cuttack. 


fore, wonders how the regiment, stationed at Cuttack, could be so far demor- 


alised and degraded as to take partin riots and to misbehave towards their 
fellow citizens by performing disgraceful and cowardly acts. The writer 
requests the Government to go into the matter thoroughly, and save the 


citizens of Cuttack from a repetition of the dastardly, barbarous and cruel 


‘scene, 


® 
a 


{ WH j 


36. The same paper praises highly Mr. M. S. Das, the Orissa Member of 
the Bengal Legislative Council, for his successful 


al fousd i en ee protest against the imposition of a tax on music and 
' musical processions in the Municipalities of Bengal 


in the course of the debate on the Bengal Municipal Amendment Bill, held in a 


recent meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengalt Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 17th October 1896. 
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